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. Key Practicesand. - Ideas for Educators
Y77 to Assist with Culturally Responsive Family Engagement

1 Build Relationships and Be Present. Start with conversations, and keep the child's
learning at the center as you ask questions, listen, and share. Chatting with families in

their communities helps build relationships, mutual understanding, and respect.
e Enjoy neighborhood walks and porch visits (a less intrusive form of a home visit).
o Attend street fairs and other local events in your families' neighborhoods.

Recognize, Honor, and Promote Existing Knowledge. Honor each family's unique _2
knowledge by inviting each family to share with the class/school. This sends a clear
message: families matter and are a vital part of their children's education.
o Invite linguistically diverse families fo teach or share their primary language.
e Have culturally diverse families assist you when purchasing books for the school,
decorating the school building, or sharing student work in the classroom or halls.

5 Foster Community by Building Social Capital. Vibrant and resilient communities
flourish when they draw upon the idea that "we're all in this fogether.” Work to
foster an authentic sense of belonging and oneness among students and families.
e Host mingling events that focus on relationship building and resource-sharing on and off
school property to connect everyone to the surrounding community.
e Create "knowledge sharing” boards for families and teachers to share local and personal
knowledge and pool their "funds of knowledge" (Lopez, 2006).
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